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Be Wise in Parenting and Disciplining
 

Little ones naturally want their desires satisfied from hunger and dry bottoms as infants to whatever they see and want as they
grow. It takes patience and discipline to help children not grab, scream, and push to get what they want. We need to teach
them, train them, and continually remind them how to behave. 

Consequences impact how they will continue to react. Just as slipping on a wet surface and getting hurt naturally helps children
learn to be careful, so parental consequences for rules reinforce the need to be obedient. Positive reinforcement such as extra
hugs or a playing a game after following rules helps children learn the joy of obeying.

We’ve all seen unruly children who have no boundaries or self-control. It’s sad to know that’s not giving them a good start in
life. Choose to set goals to teach your children age-appropriate behavior. It is bet to focus on one negative behavior at a time
and reinforce one good behavior. That gives them balance to know they are growing and learning and that they can improve.

It’s also to be consistent and follow through with stated consequences. If you give in, they lose respect for you and believe they
are in control and can whine and wear you down until they get their way. When they discover that you keep your word they
learn that they must follow the rules to receive the rewards, or suffer the penalties. If a child can take out all the blocks, they
can also put them back in to clean up. The following is from my book Secrets of Success for Women: Christ in The Home.
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