You can geta lot more
out of rimming your

o
5 (e than pine needles

b4

in the caipet.

“Karen Hartizgan Whiting

z]ldngwwardthelivingtoom,lstoppedinmytmds
and listened to my childrens voices:

“It's ruined now. Dad chopped off the best part!”

“The top is still on, and it’s still tall ...”

“But look at it! He chopped off the bottom, and the branches

mtoobushy.Howcanmythingbigﬁlundadlctrmnow?'
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ing winds searching for a tall, perfectly shaped blue spruce, and we had
finally found it. But what we thought would be the

main ingredient for a picture perfect family Christmas

evergreen
was now reeking havoc in my living room.
: tree, yielding
As my husband, Jim, and 1 listened to the discord
my fruit to you

among our children about the tree, we decided to pray,
trusting the Creator of trees to direct us in theuse of our  iOUSHOuUt
Christmas tree. Searching the Scriptures we discovered L€ Year.
God's word about an evergreen tree in Hosea 14:8b My mercies
(TLB), “T am like an evergreen tree, yielding my fruitto  pever fail.”™
you throughout the year. My mer-
cies never fail.”

The evergreen tree is a symbol
of God the Father’s caring for and
blessing His children throughout
the year. The words inspired us to

come up with creative ways to

© Tomy Siome lmages

“Maybe we won't get much this Christ-  unity and the true meaning of

mas anyway” Christmas. We wanted the chil- ———

My family and 1 had spent this cold,  dren to delight in opening gifts, but we also wanted them to focus on
 blustery Saturday looking for the perfect ]esus.Sowch:instmdwaystomkedm:lﬁngﬂthisumsml
 Christmas tree. We had trudged through mhm%mwm“w
freezing Connecticut temperatures and bit-  call “tree-ditions.”

HoMELIFE * 51




PRI A R SR ) e
o“ran'mﬂCszsarunmauamecvu-gmwmgmnym
God. He made everyone as unique and individual as the needles and
branches of the tree. To show we are members of God’s family, we
hang photo ornaments on the tree. We cut red and silver foil
paper stars and glue our photos in the center to remind us that
Each year we place a container filled with paper orna- FRgias S o ias
ments near the tree. The children invite guests in our home & e
to write their names on the paper decorations and hang
them on the tree. This provides a wonderful opportunity for £33
usmtdlourd:ild:mkyo\mg&'nﬂsubmnjsnsmdmvim :
them to become members of God’ family.

Tree-dition 2: Jolly Genealogy
The analogy of the Christmas tree to our family tree leads to another :
tradition. We hang a photo-genealogy tree on the wall to remember relatives Tree-dition 3:
who live far away. We celebrate new additions to the family by adding new The Greatest Gift

photos. We talk about how each new person has changed our lives. As we Another tradition we started is placing a
reflect on births in our family, a discussion about Jesus usually starts, center- nativity scene at the foot of the tree. After .
ing on how His birth changed the world and the lives of many people. placing Jesus in the manger at the bottom
S ! of the tree near the roots, we read Isaiah

11, where Jesus is described as the root of
——_ Jesse. We discuss how, through Him, the
Giver of living water, we receive eternal
life — He gave Godss family eternal roots.
While gazing at the wrapped packages,
our children also spot the figures of Mary,
Joseph and Jesus under the tree. This
setwsasammhﬂmdmnnsisﬁc

birthday of Jesus.
¥

’  Treedition4:

. Decorating Delight
Demmingoumﬁaspeculm
celebrated with cookies and music.
Friends are invited to join the event. We
hang the lights on the tree, reminding us
to share the light of Christ with others. As
~ bolizing spiritual fruits, gifts and blessings
~ type of ornament (see sidebar).

As a reminder of the wise men, a star is
placed on top of the tree. This also
reminds us of the wisdom we have gained
fwmmuﬂ@:mdw,h




